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As President of the International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics, I would like to 
extend my congratulations for the successful establishment of IAGG's Global Social 
Initiative on Ageing (GSIA). It is an international network of social gerontologists 
committed to addressing challenges arising from the impact of global trends on the 
quality of life of older persons. 
 
The world population is ageing and we need to bring solutions to rapid changes in the 
21st century arising from this demographic trend. The GSIA initiative is an important 
enterprise for IAGG and will help foster research and capacity building on social age-
related issues worldwide. It will highlight areas such as liveability, family, caregiving of 
older persons that are of major concern in all world regions. 
 
Since its inception in March 2011, great progress has been made in GSIA's activities and 
this report is the witness of the important work accomplished to date in addressing global 
social issues. This includes the creation of a GSIA structure and strategic planning, 
development of a world membership database, planning for an intensive course on 
families and ageing, establishment of contacts with scholars from Africa, Europe, Asia/
Oceania, South and North America, publication of 21 articles in specialized journals, 
presentation of 28 oral communications in 2011 & 2012, organization of two presidential 
symposia to be presented at the Seoul World Congress in June 2013 etc. 
 
IAGG fully supports this important milestone. May it lay the grounds for future progress in 
social research, and bring assistance to all those who dedicate their time and energy to 
the well-being of our old generation. 
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Population ageing is one of the most critical issues faced not only by advanced countries, 
but by the entire world. It is accompanied by immense health, social and economic 
challenges. As fertility and mortality rates continue to drop and populations grow older, 
many countries are reexamining their key social and economic policies. 
 
The Global Social Initiative on Ageing (GSIA) was initiated by Professor Norah Keating 
(University of Alberta, Canada) in consultation with scholars from all world regions, to 
address these global issues of ageing societies. The GSIA was adopted as one of the 
core activities of the International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG) in 
2011. Within the last two years, the GSIA has made great progress in research and 
networking in the three areas of liveability, families and care for older persons that are 
priority concerns in the field of ageing the world over. 
 
The basic mission of IAGG is to produce and extend knowledge on ageing through 
gerontological and geriatric research and training toward improving the quality of life of 
older persons all over the world. The IAGG is in a strategic position to create a global 
network of social researchers on ageing and to encourage collaborative and trans-
regional research activities by social gerontologists through the GSIA. 
 
As incoming president of IAGG, I will support the GSIA activities and their future 
development within IAGG community. I commend the fine work already completed by 
members of the GSIA network. I look forward to the next four years of GSIA activities 
and hope that the GSIA will further extend its research and training capacity building in 
developing countries to help address the immense challenges in these regions including 
poverty, vulnerability to illness and social exclusion. 
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The Global Social Initiative on Ageing was created during a period both of great optimism 
and great concern about population ageing. Governments around the world are becoming 
aware of the demographic shifts in their populations. Many are creating goals toward ensur-
ing full citizenship of their oldest members and national strategies are being developed to 
frame policies to address the needs of ageing populations. Concepts of age-friendly commu-
nities are being implemented around the world; declarations of human rights of older persons 
are being created and active ageing is supported. Yet progress in many areas is limited. 
There are increasing disparities in later life across world regions and among older people 
within nations. Marginalization, social exclusion and isolation are far too commonly experi-
enced by older persons. 
 
Our knowledge of the global issues influencing these trends and responses to them is frag-
mented. The goal of the GSIA is to consolidate and extend knowledge of population ageing 
in the context of global economic, environmental and structural changes. Its focus is social 
and includes deconstructing discourses about the place of families in the lives of older per-
sons; about costs and dependencies of older persons; and about communities as good plac-
es to grow old.   
 
In less than 2 years since its inception, the GSIA has made considerable progress towards 
meeting these goals. In this report we present some of the activities of the growing interna-
tional network of gerontologists who have been creating knowledge and building networks 
toward improving quality of life of older persons in all world regions. We hope that the results 
of the work of the many scholars featured in the report will lead to renewed commitments and 
improved policies to create inclusive societies for older persons. 
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Population ageing is a key feature of the early 21st century. In all world regions, proportions 
of older adults are increasing rapidly. Yet often they are invisible in debates about how global 
challenges such as climate change, poverty, economic development and the politics of 
migration influence quality of life of citizens. The International Association of Gerontology and 
Geriatrics, with the United Nations Programme on Ageing (2007) produced a comprehensive 
Research Agenda on Ageing for the 21st Century1 to guide research that can inform 
implementation of the Madrid International Plan2 for constructive action on behalf of older 
people and ageing societies. The Global Social Initiative on Ageing initiative builds on this 
work. 

The Global Social Initiative on Ageing (GSIA) arose from discussions within the International 
Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG) about the place of social science research 
in informing important global issues in ageing. Some of the main challenges of ageing 
around the world emerge from and will be resolved by attention to the social. Our 
understanding of place, of people in place, of intergenerational family and community 
relations, and of cultural settings means that social gerontologists are in a good position to 
highlight issues of ageing that have international importance. The creation of and application 
of knowledge to address global issues in ageing is essential in the knowledge economy. The 
GSIA addresses critical challenges arising from these global trends including: 

 The sustainability of older rural populations in the face of global recessions, pandemics 
and the out-migration of young people.  

 The ability of families to provide intergenerational support in the face of poverty, 
pandemics, and changing family structures and beliefs. 

 Global shifts in world economies toward the individualization of risk that have led to 
increasing income disparities, older adults who are left behind in migratory transitions, and 
widening north-south divides. 

 The erosion or absence of social welfare provisions that have resulted in increasing social 
and economic costs of care. 

Identified as a core activity of the IAGG in January 2011 and directed by Professor Norah 
Keating, the GSIA was launched in March 2011 in response to an interest among social 
science gerontologists to highlight regional and international issues in social, cultural and 
humanist aspects of ageing. The creation and application of social scientific knowledge, 
derived from scholarship around the world, is crucial to enabling human societies to find 
good solutions to address global issues in population ageing. 

___________________________ 
1
http://www.imsersomayores.csic.es/documentos/documentos/desa-agenda-01.pdf  

2
http://www.un.org/ageing/documents/building_natl_capacity/guiding.pdf  
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Knowledge about social aspects of ageing must be consolidated, and it must be transferred 
to key stakeholders in a timely fashion. GSIA activities include: solidifying the evidence; 
deepening multi-disciplinary concepts, methods, and theories across and within social 
science disciplines; and transferring new knowledge to broad audiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Active engagement of social gerontologists is needed in order to build the momentum in 
addressing key issues. GSIA activities include:  engaging senior social gerontologists from 
all world regions to create ‘state of knowledge’ publications for GSIA, and articulate social 
research agendas to national and international social and policy priorities as per the 
Madrid Action Plan; and developing funding sources and coordinating mechanisms to 
ensure representation from all regions at national, regional and world congresses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Research on contemporary social issues in ageing in all regions must be mobilized and 
created where needed. Consolidation of the current ‘state of knowledge’ will provide a 
basis for pinpointing knowledge gaps and areas for capacity development. GSIA activities 
include: supporting and linking current country-specific programs for students and new 
scholars; using the International Council of Gerontology Student Organizations to develop 
new training programs and linkages; using existing programs to foster exchange schemes 
for new and established scholars; developing collaborative, inter-regional research projects 
with an explicit training/capacity building dimension; and offering seminar/short course 
series on the three main GSIA themes; as well as to foster collaboration between 
researchers and research centres from different regions and disciplines.  
 

Objective 3 

Build research capacity in ageing 

Objective 2   

Engage social gerontologists 

Objective 1  

Create, synthesize and transfer knowledge 

Objectives 

Mission 

The Global Social Initiative on Ageing fosters capacity building and the creation and transfer 
of knowledge on international issues of population ageing toward creating a society for all 
ages.  
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The GSIA has a global reach and focus on priority areas of international relevance. Three 
themes are proposed as priority areas for GSIA activities: Families, Liveability and Care.  

 
 
 
 
 

Around the world there is much discussion about how families support their older members 
and about how ageing family members support children, grandchildren and other family 
members. There is great concern in many regions about the abilities of families to sustain such 
support in the face of poverty, pandemics, and changing family structures and beliefs. 
Objective: To identify global trends in discourses and realities of family strengths and 
obligations, toward creating strategies for strengthening and supporting them. 

“The number one priority might be family. Many oriental countries are trying to 
develop appropriate strategies to deal with social problems of protection of older 
adults resulting from rapidly changing family patterns”.  

Hueng Bong Cha, IAGG President Elect 
 
 
 
 
 

Global shifts in world economies toward the individualization of risk have led to increased 
income disparities, older adults who are left behind in migratory transitions, and widening north
-south divides. Liveability concerns the influence of economic, social, cultural and 
environmental contexts in which older people live on their quality of life. Objective: To identify 
key elements in liveability of older persons toward increasing their survival and citizenship. 

“Older people’s experience of quality of life includes how they feel about and make 
sense of their situation and their ability to influence it. Social exclusion impacts on 
all aspects of liveability and can reinforce poverty; consequently we have to 
address this as a multidimensional issue designing solutions to poverty that 
empower and put older people at the centre.”  

Judith Phillips, Member GSIA Strategic Planning Council 

 
 
 
 

The issue of providing care to an ageing population has been equated with climate change in 
its global importance. Population ageing and the erosion or absence of social welfare 
provisions have resulted in increasing social and economic costs experienced by family/friend 
carers, paid carers, workplaces and governments arising from caring for frail older adults. 
Objective: To document diverse regional challenges in managing care to frail older adults and 
to work towards an appropriate balance between formal and informal care systems. 

Three Key Themes 

Theme 1: Families 

Theme 2: Liveability 

Theme 3: Care 
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In January 2011 at the IAGG Executive Meeting in Geneva, the IAGG Executive appointed 
Professor Norah Keating, then Chair of the IAGG North America Region, as Director of the 
Global Social Initiative on Ageing. Norah Keating is Professor and Co-director, Research 
on Aging, Policies and Practice, University of Alberta, and mentor to the International 
Council of Gerontology Student Organizations (ICGSO). She conducts national and trans-
national research on social exclusion of older adults, family relationships, and care. 

In March 2011, 14 key social science scholars from all five IAGG world regions took part in 
the initial GSIA strategic planning meeting3. Scholars were invited on the basis of their 
considerable experience in issues of ageing, as IAGG regional chairs, and for some, as 
members of Worldwide Universities Network (WUN) member universities4. They 
represented a broad range of disciplines including sociology, social policy, social welfare, 
family studies, human ecology, political science, demography and human geography. They 
are known for their critical reflections on issues of ageing and their voices in setting 
international ageing agendas. 

________________________________________________________ 

3
With funding from the Worldwide Universities Network, IAGG, University of Alberta, University of 

Cape Town, University of Leeds, University of Sydney and Swansea University.  

4
University of Alberta, University of Leeds, University of Sydney, University of Cape Town and 

Nanjing University are members of the Worldwide Universities Network.  

“Migration of nurses from sub Saharan Africa to the UK to work in the nursing 
home sector deprives older persons left behind who care for grandchildren 
although it enhances financial resources for them.”   

Isabella Aboderin, IAGG Regional Chair, Africa 

Each of these main themes has three priority areas which will provide focus for GSIA 
research and capacity building activities over the next few years. To address the 
challenges outlined in these three key themes requires us to: 

 Create and transfer knowledge about the priorities and issues 

 Encourage joint publications with scholars from different regions 

 Undertake cross national and cross regional comparative studies to understand the 
diversity and complexity in late life families 

 Use existing data bases for further study and/or comparative purposes 

Appointment of GSIA Director 

GSIA Strategic Planning Council 
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The purpose of the strategic planning meeting was to launch the GSIA and to create an 
international research agenda and implementation plan.  
 
Members agreed that a social perspective on ageing is the hallmark of the GSIA. Its central 
premise is that human development and the experience of old age occur within multiple social 
contexts consisting of hierarchically organized and mutually interacting social arenas that 
themselves change over time. Social contexts also provide an organizing paradigm for 
understanding diversity and inequality in old age and over the life-span, and their 
consequences. The GSIA’s social science perspectives on ageing emphasizes 
methodological pluralism and encompasses a wide range of approaches from theory and 
paradigm building to policy development, drawing on scholarship from all regions of the world. 
The GSIA’s approach is organized around these principles. 
 
Over the course of the three day strategic planning meeting, the objectives and aims of the 
GSIA were further defined. Timelines and activities were developed to meet objectives. 
Working in small groups, global issues and challenges affecting families, liveability, and care 
were articulated and the three highest priority issues/challenges in each theme were 
identified. 
 
 
 

 

The three highest priority issues/challenges in the Families theme are: 

 To understand diversity and complexity in later life families 

 To understand diversity in generational transfers, support and strains in families 

 To better understand how changing gender roles in families and across regions affect the 
nature of family relationships and resources 

 

The three highest priority issues/challenges in the Liveability theme are: 

 To document across regions structural provision throughout the life course that enables 
adequate resources/income for later life and an adequate standard of living 

GSIA Strategic Planning Council Members 
include (L-R): Anita Liberalesso Neri (Brazil), Du 
Peng (China), Gyounghae Han (Korea), Hal 
Kendig (Australia), Monica Ferreira (Africa), 
Ariela Lowenstein (Israel), Judith Phillips 
(Wales), Norah Keating (Canada), Sue Yeandle 
(UK), Heung Bong Cha (Korea), Xiaotian Feng 
(China) and Merril Silverstein (USA). Missing 
from photo: Isabella Aboderin (Kenya) and 
Sebastiana Kalula (South Africa). 

Highest priority issues and challenges 
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 To assess supportiveness of living environments for older people and how to enable age 
supportive homes and communities 

 To understand the social forces influencing liveability and which of these create risk at 
an individual level 

 

The three highest priority issues/challenges in the Care theme are: 

 To understand the availability and capacity of families to care for older adults and how 
these vary across countries/regions 

 To forecast demand for and availability of family care 

 To document the impact of migration patterns on the availability of family care 

 

A copy of the GSIA Strategic Council Planning Committee’s final report is available at 
http://www.iagg.info/sites/default/files/gsia_-_strategic_planning_report_-_march_2011.pdf 
 
 

A data base of social gerontologists from the five IAGG regions (North America, Latin 
America and Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Oceania, and Africa) was compiled by researchers 
at the University of Alberta5. The data base is intended as a resource to contact 
researchers who study a wide variety of social ageing issues. Several strategies were used 
to build the database including: 

 promoting GSIA at IAGG Region Congresses held in 2011 (Europe Region Congress in 
Barcelona, Italy, Pan-American Region Congress in Ottawa, Canada, and Asia-Oceania 
Region Congress in Melbourne, Australia). 

 contacting country-specific organizations, such as the Canadian Association of 
Gerontology (CAG), the Gerontological Society of America (GSA), AFRAN and South 
African Gerontology Association (SAGA) via GSIA Council Members to inform members 
of the GSIA and invite them to join the global social network on ageing. 

 searching systematically recent volumes of gerontological research journals for authors 
focused on social ageing issues. Journals searched were: Ageing and Society (2007-
2011), Australasian Journal on Ageing (2008-2011), Canadian Journal on Aging (2007-
2010), European Journal of Ageing (2006-2010), Generations (2008-2010), The 
Gerontologist (2010), The Journal of Aging, Humanities, and the Arts (2007-2011), The 
Journal of Elder Abuse and Neglect (2008-2011), and The Journal of Gerontological 
Social Work (2008-2011). Researchers’ names, emails (where available), and affiliation 
(research centre or university) were extracted; where applicable, contacts with missing 
email addresses or affiliations were found using a search engine on the internet to find 
their university. Authors were added to the list whose main focus was on social aspects 
of ageing. 

_______________________________________ 

5
With funding from IAGG 

Development of GSIA membership database 
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Following the development of the strategic plan, its implementation is underway with GSIA 
activities in all world regions. In the following section of the report, these activities are 
described by region of their initiation or coordination. Regional GSIA strategic plans, funded 
research projects, planning meetings, agenda setting activities, and capacity building 
initiatives are described. Publications are listed by the region of the first author.  However, 
conference presentations are listed by region of the conference location, reflecting the 
GSIA goal of synthesizing and transferring knowledge to broad audiences interested in the 

social aspects of ageing. 
Much of the GSIA activity in Africa is focused on building capacity in the region including 
bringing together scholars from the region whose interests are in social aspects of ageing, 
creating strategic plans for further work, and presenting state of knowledge papers at the 
inaugural IAGG Africa Region Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics in October 2012.  
 
 
 
 
 
 In November 2011, Norah Keating (Canada) visited Kenyatta University and the African 

Population Health Research Center, Nairobi Kenya. She met with Isabella Aboderin, 
IAGG Regional Chair for Africa, to begin development of a GSIA strategic plan for Africa. 
Meetings also were held with Lucy Maina and Samuel Mwangi to discuss planning for an 
intensive course on families and ageing. 

 
 In January 2012, Jaco Hoffman, (South Africa) and Norah Keating (Canada) visited 

three universities in South Africa: North West University in Potchefstroom hosted by 
Vera Roos; University of KwaZulu-Natal in Durban hosted by Bilkish Cassim; and 

GSIA Activities—Africa  

 reviewing the book of abstracts from several conferences, including the 2011 British 
Society of Gerontology conference, the Gerontological Society of America’s 64th Annual 
Scientific Meeting, and the 40th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the 
Canadian Association on Gerontology and 4th Pan-American Congress of the IAGG, 
extracting contact information for all the conference attendants who were not already in 
the database. 

Overall, a total of 4,094 names of social scientists, organized by IAGG region, whose areas 
of expertise are in social aspects of ageing were included in the final data base. In addition, 
the IAGG Global Ageing Research Network questionnaire was revised to reflect the 
research interests of social scientists. The data base and revised questionnaire were 
provided to the IAGG in December 2011. 

To join the Global Network of Social Researchers in Aging contact Constance de Seynes, 
IAGG Secretariat seynes@cict.fr 

Building research capacity in ageing 
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Members of the Health Survey of Older 
Persons team. Bilkish Cassim (PI), Suzan 
van der Pas, Jaco Hoffman, Dorly Deeg, 
Norah Keating 

University of Cape Town in Cape Town hosted by Sebastiana Kalula. The purpose of 
these visits was to introduce students and faculty members to the GSIA objectives, and 
to gain input on relevant GSIA activities for the region. Related activities included 
planning an intensive course on families hosted by North West University in South 
Africa for 2013; presentations on GSIA themes based on a large survey of older 
persons in the Durban area (2012); and hosting of the IAGG Africa Congress in Cape 
Town (2012). 

 Health Survey of Older Persons in the Inanda, Ntuzuma, KwaMashu (INK) Area of 
Kwa-Zulu Natal, B. Cassim (PI) Data collection on this multidisciplinary study on 
health status and social and physical environments of older persons in KZN was 
completed in 2011 and much of the heath data subsequently have been analyzed. In 
July 2012, a consortium of researchers from South Africa (B. Cassim, J. Hoffman), 
Netherlands (D. Deeg and S. van der Pas) and Canada (N. Keating) met to plan 
further analyses of this data set reflecting themes of well-being, liveability and care. 
The meeting was hosted by the Oxford Institute of Ageing in Oxford, UK. Contact: 
Bilkish Cassim CassimB@ukzn.ac.za 

 The first African Regional Congress on Gerontology and Geriatrics in Cape Town, 
South Africa (October 17-20, 2012) provided an opportunity to review the current 
situation and perspectives of ageing in Africa, to raise awareness on regional needs 
and expectations, and to promote involvement in all aspects of ageing issues in this 
part of the world. The GSIA Africa: Research Themes and Strategic Plan was formally 
presented and copies provided to all conference delegates. All conference papers that 
addressed GSIA themes were so designated so that delegates could identify relevant 
papers. Planning meetings to develop a research program on families and care were 
part of the program. 

 African Research on Ageing Network (AFRAN): Database on ageing in Africa. 
A major factor impeding research and knowledge utilisation in the field of ageing in 
Africa is the difficulty African scholars and professionals face in identifying and 
accessing relevant published material. To this end, the African Research on Ageing 
Network (AFRAN) at the Oxford Institute of Population Ageing, University of Oxford, in 
collaboration with the North-West University, South Africa, and with generous support 
from the International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG), has set up a 
centralised internet database providing 
free access to electronic full-text copies 
of relevant literature for AFRAN 
members. The following themes are 
broadly covered by the database: 
Population dynamics, Poverty and 
Social Protection, Health issues 
including HIV/AIDS, Family/
Intergenerational Relationships, and 
Human Rights. Contact: Jaco Hoffman: 
jacobus.hoffman@ageing.ox.ac.uk 
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 Intensive Course on Families.  Planning is underway for an intensive course on 
families and ageing to highlight state of knowledge about families and ageing and to 
develop a research agenda on families of older adults in Africa. Contact: Vera Roos: 
Vera.Roos@nwu.ac.za 
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Aboderin, I. (Kenya) & Keating, N. (Canada). 
January 2012. GSIA Africa: Research Themes and 
Strategic Plan. The document sets out the 
particularities of the three GSIA themes of families, 
liveability and care within Africa. These include the 
juxtaposition of concern about families’ ability to 
sustain support to all generations and a strong 
belief in the strength of African families. Issues of 
liveability are set against a backdrop of persisting 
systemic poverty but also a promise of sustained progress and growth in the continent. 
There has been no systematic documentation of how care for older persons is provided, 
nor is there active discussion on what should be the relative care roles and responsibilities 
of families, the state and other sectors. Contact: Isabella Aboderin 
isabella.aboderin@ageing.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

 

Keating, N. (Jan. 2012). The Global Social Initiative on Ageing: Themes and Research 
Directions. Public presentation, North West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa.  

Cassim, B., Rauff, S. & McIntyre, J. (South Africa), van der Pas, S. & Deeg, D. 
(Netherlands) (Oct. 2012). The impact of cognitive impairment, disability and care 
received on well-being in older South Africans. Presentation to the International 
Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

Keating, N., (Canada), Ramklass, S. (South Africa), O’Leary, B. (South Africa), van der 
Pas, S. (Netherlands), Cassim, B. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). The impact of home and 
community liveability on the life satisfaction of older South Africans. Presentation to the 
International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape 
Town, S.A. 

van der Pas, S. & van Tilburg, T. (Netherlands), & Cassim, B. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). 
Loneliness in older people in South Africa and Netherlands. Presentation to the 
International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape 
Town, S.A. 

Roos, V. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). Applying the Mmogo-method® to explore the psycho-
social experiences of grandmothers who care for their grandchildren. Presentation to 
the International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, 
Cape Town, S.A. 

Publications 

Presentations 
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Hoffman, J. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). Intergenerational relationships in the context of 
poverty and HIV/AIDS in South Africa: Differential gazes and negotiated spaces. 
Presentation to the International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa 
Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

Maina, L. (Kenya) (Oct. 2012). Perceived quality of life of older persons in Kenya: 
Implications for old age policy. Presentation to the International Association on 
Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

Rauff, S. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). Accessibility, availability and appropriateness of health 
care for older persons in a peri-urban community. Presentation to the International 
Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

Shembe, N. (South Africa), (Oct. 2012). The prevalence and risk factors of elder abuse: A 
South African perspective. Presentation to the International Association on Gerontology 
and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

van der Walt, E. & Roos, V. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). The psycho-social experiences of 
older persons in an economically deprived and culturally diverse residential care facility. 
Presentation to the International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa 
Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

Malan, L. & Roos, V. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). Interpersonal experiences of loneliness of 
older people in a residential care facility. Presentation to the International Association 
on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

de Jager, L. & Roos, V. (South Africa) (Oct. 2012). Contributors to quality of life for older 
people in residential care facilities in South Africa. Presentation to the International 
Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics, Africa Region Congress, Cape Town, S.A. 

GSIA activities in Asia Oceania have focused on engaging social gerontologists in 
international research collaborations, launching international comparative research studies 
in Oceania and organizing two Presidential Symposia to be presented at the IAGG World 
Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics in Seoul Korea in 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 Older workers and caregiving in a global context. PI: J. Noone, University of Sydney 

International Program Development Fund (2011-2012). Contact: Jack Noone 
jack.noone@sydney.edu.au 

 The relationship between rural living and wellness: What services and supports do older 
people need? Warburton, J., Winterton, R., Petersen, M., Bell, M., Hodgkin, S. 
(Australia), and Keating, N. (Canada). Australia Research Council (2012-2015). 
Contact: Jeni Warburton J.Warburton@latrobe.edu.au 

GSIA Activities—Asia Oceana 

Creating transnational knowledge 
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 In June 2011, Jeni Warburton, John Richards Chair of Rural Aged Care Research at La 
Trobe University, Australia, visited the University of Alberta as part of the development 
of an international network on rural ageing research. This visit was a catalyst for a 
subsequent Australia Research Council grant application and award on rural living and 
wellness of older people. Professor Warburton is a member of the International Network 
on Rural Ageing, coordinated through the National University of Ireland, Galway. 

 In February 2012, Norah Keating, University of Alberta, visited scholars at five 
universities in South East Asia: Lingnan University, Hong Kong; Chulalongkorn 
University, Bangkok; Mahidol University, Bangkok; Renmin University, Beijing; Tsinghua 

University, Beijing. Plans are underway for 
contributions leading up to the IAGG World 
Congress in Seoul (2013) and the IAGG Asia 
Oceania Regional Conference in Bangkok (2015). 
Research activities may develop from joint interests 
in later life families, rural ageing, and income 
security of older adults. 

 

 

 

 In September 2012, Eileen Webb, University of Western Australia, visited University of 
Alberta as part of a joint initiative on property law, security of tenure and seniors 
accommodation initiatives. The collaborative project, funded through a University of 
Western Australia Research Collaboration award will allow for an exploration of security 
of tenure and its impact on older persons in a variety of housing settings in Canada and 
Australia. Contact Eileen Webb: eileen.webb@uwa.edu.au 

 In November 2012, Sally Keeling, University of Otago in New Zealand, visited the 
University of Alberta for discussions related to GSIA themes of liveability and care. Her 
research interests in public policy and ageing and attachment to place will inform 
development of international collaborative research in these areas. 

 In November 2012, Xiaomei Pei and Hao Luo from Tsinghua University in China visited 
the University of Alberta to expand collaborative research opportunities. Dr. Xiaomei Pei 
is the Executive Director of the Gerontology Research Center and Professor, 
Department of Sociology, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tsinghua 
University in Beijing. Dr. Pei has been actively involved in crafting economic and social 
policy in transitional China. Her policy publications indicate the scope of her influence: 
on old age support in rural areas, on rural health organization, on old age security and 
poverty. 

David Phillips and Norah Keating, 

Hong Kong 

Engaging social gerontologists 

 Security of tenure for the ageing population in Western Australia and Alberta – Is the 
law keeping pace? Webb, E. & Freilich, A. (Australia), Gaudet, N. & Keating, N. 
(Canada), University of Western Australia Research Collaboration Award (2012). 
Contact: Eileen Webb eileen.webb@uwa.edu.au 

mailto:eileen.webb@uwa.edu.au
mailto:eileen.webb@uwa.edu.au


 Phillips, D. & Cheng, K. (Hong Kong) (2012). The impact of changing value systems on 

social inclusion: An Asia-Pacific perspective. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From 
exclusion to inclusion in old age: A global challenge (109-124). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Kim, S., Sargent-Cox, K. A., French, D. J.,  Kendig, H. & Anstey, K. J. (2012). Cross-

national insights into the relationship between wealth and wellbeing: A comparison 
between Australia, the United States of America and South Korea. Ageing and Society, 
32: 41–59. 

 Sargeant-Cox, K., Anstey, K., Kendig, H., & Skladzien, E. (2012). Determinants of 

retirement timing expectations in the United States and Australia: A cross-national 
comparison of the effects of health and retirement benefit policies on retirement timing 
decisions. Journal of Ageing and Social Policy, 24(3): 291-308. 

 

 

 Keating, N. (Canada) & Lowenstein, A. (Israel) (June 2013). International Perspectives 

on Family Roles and Obligations. Presenters: Silverstein, M. (USA), Katz, R., 
Lowenstein, A., Halperin, D. (Israel), Phillips, D. (China), & Biggs, S. (Australia). 
Symposium presentation to the International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics 
World Congress, Seoul Korea. 

 Phillips, J. (UK) (June 2013). International Perspectives on Poverty and Liveability of 

Older Persons Chair: Hueng Bong Cha (Korea). Presenters: Hoffman, J. (South Africa) 
and Aboderin, I. (Kenya), Buys, L. (Australia), & Machado, L. (Brazil). Symposium 
presentation to the International Association on Gerontology and Geriatrics World 
Congress, Seoul Korea. 

GSIA activities in Europe are well developed, focusing primarily on all three GSIA 
objectives: engaging social gerontologists, creating, synthesizing and transferring 
knowledge, and building capacity. International networks are being formed, transnational 
comparative research projects are being launched, and new scholars in ageing and early 
career researchers are being mentored. 
 
 
 

 Older workers and caregiving: Statistical evidence from the UK, Australia and Canada 

(2011-2014) 7. Yeandle, S. (UK), Kendig, H., O’Loughlin, K. (Australia), Fast, J., 
Keating, N. (Canada), Nazroo J. (UK) & Noone, J. (Australia). The overall objective of 

GSIA Activities—Europe 
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the collaboration is to establish and sustain an international knowledge base on the inter
-related factors of work, caregiving, health, and well-being for older workers and recent 
retirees. Core research questions include: (a) how do older workers experience the 
effects of population ageing in their working and family lives? (b) what are the 
consequences of these experiences for them  and their families, particularly in terms of 
their health, financial situation and social participation? and (c) to what extent do cross-
national differences in labour, retirement, health and continuing care policies influence 
older workers' experiences and their health, financial and social outcomes? Contact: 
Sue Yeandle S.M.Yeandle@leeds.ac.uk 

 
 Population ageing and urbanisation: Developing age-friendly cities (2012-2013)8 . 

Phillipson, C. (UK), White, S. (UK), Scharf, T. (Ireland), Verte, D. (Belgium), Kelley-
Moore, J. (USA), McGarry, P. (UK), Phillips, D. (Hong Kong), Thomese, F. 
(Netherlands), & Keating, N. (Canada) (collaborator). A key aspect of the work of the 
network will be bringing together relevant international data resources to analyse their 
strengths and limitations for developing research applied to understanding issues facing 
older people in urban areas. These will include longitudinal studies in Amsterdam, 
Belgium, Ireland, the USA as well as the UK. There is also a strong commitment to draw 
together early career researchers working within the various groups across the network. 
It is anticipated that the network will represent a significant resource for a new 
generation of researchers working on population ageing and urbanization. A key 
objective will be to use the range of international partners to produce a major cross-
national research proposal examining different approaches to building age-friendly 
cities. Contact: Chris Phillipson  christopher.phillipson@manchester.ac.uk  

 
 Caring at work (2012-2013). T. Kroger (Finland); S. Yeandle (UK); K. Rummery 

(Scotland), J. Fast (Canada); J. Phillips (UK).  Funded by the Welsh Government, 
Knowledge Exchange Project, 'Care in Business'. This project will look at what internal 
and external infrastructure of care support do organisations and businesses require or 
need to facilitate high employment rates and optimise performance among working age 
populations? Contact: Judith Phillips 
judith.e.phillips@swansea.ac.uk 

 International Network on Rural 
Ageing. Leading international 
researchers on ageing and rurality 
met at the Irish Centre for Social 
Gerontology, National University of 
Ireland Galway, to establish the 
International Network on Rural 
Ageing (INRA). The two-day 
meeting, held in April 2012, mapped 

_____________________________________ 
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out key rural ageing research questions and the challenges that researchers face in 
addressing these questions. Participants acknowledged that there was a need to 
prioritize rural issues in research and policy debates on ageing. The network seeks to 
link disconnected dialogues and research agendas across ageing and rurality 
disciplines. Reflecting the global nature of the issues under consideration, its 
membership is multi-disciplinary and is drawn from Europe, North America, Australasia 
and Africa. Contact: Kieran Walsh kieran.walsh@nuigalway.ie. 

 International Working Group on Social Exclusion. The function of the International 
Working Group on Social Exclusion is to operationalise social exclusion of older 
people, with a special focus on those living in rural settings. The group aims: to bring 
together international expertise on social exclusion and ageing; to share existing 
knowledge on rural ageing and exclusion; to identify the key domains of exclusion for 
rural older people and to explore key individual-level indicators for measuring exclusion 
across these domains; and to identify areas of future work including opportunities for 
funding and secondary data-analysis. Contact: Tom Scharf 
thomas.scharf@nuigalway.ie 

 

 

 

 Enhancing quality of life of persons with dementia. N. Keating (Canada) was an invited 
presenter, Intensive Course on Ageing, Institut de l’Envelliement, Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona (Jul. 2011), Barcelona Spain. 

 Career pathways in and through academia. N. Keating (Canada) was an invited 
presenter at a preconference workshop for students and new professionals, held in 
conjunction with the British Society of Gerontology conference (Jul. 2011), Plymouth 
UK. 

 
 
 
 

 Scharf, T. (Ireland) & Keating, N. (Canada) (Eds.) (2012). From exclusion to inclusion 
in old age: A global challenge. Bristol UK: Policy Press. Drawing on international 
experts from four continents, the book presents conceptual foundations and empirical 
evidence of the interplay between social institutions, policy processes, personal 
resources and the contexts within which ageing individuals are located. 

Building capacity in ageing 

Publications 

Norah Keating and Tom Scharf, Co-Editors 
at the launch of their book at the British 
Society of Gerontology conference, at Keele 
University, July 2012. 
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 Keating, N., Eales, J., (Canada) & Phillips, J. (UK) (Apr. 2011). Rethinking rural 
connectivities: Variations in community contributions of older adults. Presentation to 
the  IAGG Europe Region Congress, Bologna, Italy.  

 Stuckelberger, A. (Switzerland), Moulian, R., Viriot-Durandal, J.P. (France), Keating, N. 
(Canada), and Walker, A. (UK) (Apr. 2011). Integrating global perspectives on human 
rights of older adults. Symposium presentation to the IAGG Europe Region Congress, 
Bologna, Italy. 

 Scharf, T. (Ireland), & Keating, N. (Canada) (Apr. 2011). Conceptualizing social 
exclusion. Paper presentation in a symposium entitled: From exclusion to inclusion in 
old age. N. Keating chair. IAGG Europe Region Congress, Bologna, Italy. 

 Keating, N. (Canada) (Jul. 2011). Valuing older age: Looking through rose coloured 
glasses? Invited plenary address to the British Society of Gerontology conference, 
Plymouth UK. 

 Scharf, T. (Ireland) & Keating, N. (Canada) (2012). Social exclusion in later life: A 
global challenge. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to inclusion in old 
age: A global challenge (1-16). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Phillipson, C. (UK) (2012). Globalisation, economic recession and social exclusion: 
Policy challenges and responses. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to 
inclusion in old age: A global challenge (17-32). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Torres, S. (Sweden) (2012). International migration: Patterns and implications for 
exclusion in old age. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to inclusion in old 
age: A global challenge (33-50). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Lloyd-Sherlock, P., Barrientos, A. & Mase, J. (UK) (2012). Social inclusion of older 
people in developing countries: Relations and resources. In T. Scharf & N. Keating 
(Eds.) From exclusion to inclusion in old age: A global challenge (51-70). Bristol UK: 
Policy Press. 

 Zaidi, A. (Austria) (2012). Exclusion from material resources: Poverty and deprivation 
among older people in Europe. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to 
inclusion in old age: A global challenge (71-88). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Ogg, J. & Renaut, S. (France) (2012). Social inclusion of elders in families. In T. Scharf 
& N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to inclusion in old age: A global challenge (89-
108). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Stuckelberger, A. (Switzerland), Abrams, D. (UK) & Chastonay, P. (Switzerland) 
(2012). Age discrimination as a source of exclusion in Europe: The need for a human 
rights plan for older persons. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to 
inclusion in old age: A global challenge (125-144). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Biggs, S., & Lowenstein, A. (2011). Generational intelligence: A critical approach to 
age relations. London and New York: Routledge. 

Presentations 



GSIA activities in the Latin America and Caribbean Region are developing in a number of 
areas including regional discussion about the creation of responsive social policy for an 
ageing population. Planned capacity building and knowledge dissemination will occur 
through the hosting of the IAGG Pan-American Region Congress in 2015. 

 

 

 The Latin America Research Network on Ageing is a network of researchers, 
practitioners and policy-makers working to build bridges among people in the region 
and elsewhere. Hosted by Oxford University, the network holds regular conferences 
and meetings on issues of ageing relevant to the region. Contact: George Leeson 
george.leeson@ageing.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

 Mendizabal Bermúdez, G. (Ed), (2012). Population aging and social protection 
(Envejecimiento poblacional y protección social) (Vol. 1). University of the Estate of 
Coahuila Press. 

 Mendizabal Bermúdez, G. (Ed), (2013). International studies in population aging and 
social protection (Estudios Internacionales sobre Envejecimiento poblacional y 
protección social) (Vol. 2). University of the Estate of Coahuila Press. Contact: Gabriela 
Mendizabal Bermudez  gabymendizabal@yahoo.com.mx  

GSIA Activities—Latin America and Caribbean 

 Keating, N. (Canada) (May, 2012). Connections to people and place: Enhancing 
understanding of age-friendly rural communities. Presentation to the Irish Centre for 
Social Gerontology, National University of Ireland, Galway.  

 Warburton, J. (Australia), Nilsson, M. (Sweden), Burholt, V. (UK), Winterton, R. 
(Australia), Roín, Á. (Sweden/Denmark), & Keating, N. (Canada) (Jun. 2012). Ageing in 
small rural communities: Dilemmas for western countries. Symposium presentation to 
the Nordic Congress of Gerontology, Copenhagen, Denmark.  

 Scharf, T. (Ireland), Phillipson, C. (UK), Lloyd-Sherlock, P. (UK), Abrams, D. (UK), 
Swift, H. (UK) & Keating, N. (Canada) (Jul. 2012). Social exclusion in later life: A global 
challenge. Symposium presentation to the British Society of Gerontology Conference, 
Keele University, UK. 

 Keating, N. (Canada) & Scharf, T. (Ireland) (Jul. 2012). Revisiting social exclusion of 
older adults: Next steps for social gerontology. Presentation in a symposium entitled 
“Critical perspectives on exclusion and inclusion in later life” organized and chaired by 
T. Scharf (Ireland) and N. Keating (Canada) to the British Society of Gerontology 
Conference, Keele University, UK. 

 Walsh, K. (Ireland), Hayutin, A. (USA), Burholt, V. (UK), Keating, N. (Canada) & Scharf, 
T. (Ireland). (Nov. 2012). Global issues in social exclusion. Symposium presentation to 
The Gerontological Society of America, San Diego, CA. 
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GSIA Activities—North America 

GSIA activities in North America are well developed, focusing primarily on all three GSIA 
objectives: creating, synthesizing and transferring knowledge, engaging social 
gerontologists, and building capacity in ageing through mentorship.  

 
 
 

 Older workers and caregiving: Statistical evidence from the UK, Australia and 
Canada. Janet Fast, Norah Keating, Arianna Waye (Canada); Jack Noone, Hall 
Kendig, Kate O’Loughlin (Australia); Sue Yeandle, Jo Ingold (UK). The goal of this 
project is to develop baseline data on employed caregivers toward an international 
program of research on the economic, health and social impacts of care and 
employment.  Contact: Janet Fast janet.fast@ualberta.ca 

 

 

 In October, 2011 the IAGG Pan-American Region Congress was held in Ottawa 
Canada in conjunction with the Canadian Association on Gerontology conference. 
The Pan-American Region Congress is held every four years and alternates between 
North American and Latin America. The Congress brings together scholars across 
the region to discuss research on issues of relevance across the Americas. Featured 
symposia included international perspectives on ageing, rural ageing, and social ties 
and participation.  

 On October 15, 2012 a panel of international 
experts met in Winnipeg Canada to discuss 
how the world’s rural and remote 
communities can be more age-friendly. The 
symposium, Age-Friendly Rural and Remote 
Communities and Places, brought together 
130 international delegates who drew upon 
their experiences to highlight lessons learned 

Delegates to the IAGG Pan-American 

Region Congress, Ottawa October 2012 

 

 

 
 The IAGG Pan-American Region Congress is held every four years and alternates 

between North America and Latin America. The congress brings together scholars 
across the region who discuss research on issues of relevance across the Americas. 
Plans are underway for the 5th Pan-American Congress in Cartagena de Indias, 
Colombia in 2015. Contact: José Ricardo Jauregui profejauregui@gmail.com 

Presentations 
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 The Gerontological Society of America (GSA) continues to advance the 
internationalization of its activities and program. At the 2012 annual conference in San 
Diego, a GSIA symposium on intergenerational relationships and family support was 
featured as a presidential symposium.  As well, a pre-conference workshop on 
facilitating global collaborations was held with presentations by a number of GSA 
members who have active programs of engagement with gerontologists around the 
world. For further information on GSA globalization activities. Contact: James Appleby 
JAppleby@geron.org 

 Partnerships are pending between the North American and African Regions of the 
IAGG. The purpose is to foster programs of research addressing key GSIA themes and 
to provide opportunities for new scholars to gain international research experience. 
Contact: Toni Antonucci tca@umich.edu (North America) and Isabella Aboderin 
isabella.aboderin@ageing.ox.ac.uk (Africa) 

 

 
 Mahmood, A. & Keating, N. (Canada). (2012). Towards inclusive built environments for 

older adults. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to inclusion in old age: A 
global challenge (145-162). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Keating, N. (Canada) & Scharf, T. (Ireland) (2012). Revisiting social exclusion of older 
adults. In T. Scharf & N. Keating (Eds.) From exclusion to inclusion in old age: A global 
challenge (163-170). Bristol UK: Policy Press. 

 Keating, N., & Fletcher, S. (Canada) (2012). Older rural adults and their families. In R. 
Blieszner & V. Bedford, (Eds.). Handbook of Families and Aging, New York. Praeger. 

 Brock, K., Clemson, L., Cant, R., Cumming, R., Kendig, H.,  & Mathews, M. (2011). 
Worry in older community-residing adults. International Journal of Aging and Human 
Development, 72 (4): 289-301. 

 Stanaway, F. F., Kendig, H., Blyth, F.M., Cumming, R., Naganathan, V.,  & Waite, L.M. 
(2011). Subjective social support in older male Italian-born immigrants in Australia. 
Journal of Cross Cultural Gerontology, 26: 205-220. 

 Keating, N. (Canada) (2011). Critical reflections on families of older adults. Advances in 
Gerontology, 24(2), 343-349. 

 Menec, V. (Canada), Means, R. (UK), Eales, J., Keating, N. (Canada), & Parkhurst, G. 
(UK) (2011). Conceptualizing age-friendly communities. Canadian Journal on Aging, 30
(3), 479-493. 

in the first five years of the age-friendly community movement. Contact: Verena Menec 
Verena.Menec@med.umanitoba.ca 

Building capacity in ageing 

Publications 

GSIA Activities 2011-2012 

Page 23 

mailto:JAppleby@geron.org
mailto:tca@umich.edu
mailto:isabella.aboderin@ageing.ox.ac.uk
mailto:Verena.Menec@med.umanitoba.ca


Page 24 

GSIA Activities 2011-2012 

 Antonucci, T. (USA), Claver, M., Fitzgerald, K., Keating, N. (Canada), Kunkel S., Kuo, 
T., Neal, M., Perkinson, M., Whittington, F., & Zepeda, M. (Nov. 2012). Facilitating 
global collaborations in gerontological research, education, and practice. Pre-
conference workshop to the Gerontological Society of America Conference, San Diego, 
CA. 

 Keating, N. (Canada), Hoffman, J. (South Africa), Aboderin, I. (Kenya), Pei, X. & Luo, 
H. (China); van Tilburg, T. & Broese van Groenou, M. (Netherlands); Antonucci, T. & 
Ajrouch, K. (USA). (Nov. 2012). Invited presidential symposium: Taking Care? Global 
Discourses on Intergenerational Relationships and Family Support to the 
Gerontological Society of America, San Diego, CA. 

 de Jong Gierveld, J., van der Pas, S. (Netherlands), Keating, N. & Fast, J. (Canada) 
(Nov. 2012). Older immigrants in Canada: Socially integrated or confronted with 
feelings of loneliness? Presentation to the Gerontological Society of America, San 
Diego, CA. 

Our thanks to the following organizations that supported our vision and helped to make it 
grow: 

 Worldwide Universities Network (WUN) 

 The International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics  

 University of Alberta, Worldwide Universities Network Office 

 University of Alberta, Faculty of Agriculture, Life and Environmental Sciences  

 University of Alberta, Department of Human Ecology,  

 University of Alberta, The China Institute 

 University of Sydney 

 University of Cape Town 

 University of Leeds 

 University of Sydney International Program Development Fund 

 Swansea University 

 UK Economic and Social Research Council, International Partnership and Networking 
Scheme 

 WUN Leeds Fund for International Research Collaborations (FIRC) 

 National University of Ireland, Galway 

 Northwest University, Potchefstroom 

 Oxford Institute on Ageing, University of Oxford 

 Australia Research Council 

 University of Western Australia Research Collaboration Award 
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